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Mexican Country
Continued from page 1

American Frontier—a look still

holding its own, and complemen-
tary to Mexican Country style,

A relathve of Spanish colonial
style, Mexican Country is about
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Phote pnmlud by lgrona Ameromex

Mexican Country-style furnishings from Iguana Ameramex in Santa
Rosa.Many items are one-of-a-kind, says co-owner Richard Burge.

comfort. Uphaolstered and wood
pleces boast hearty propertions —
seats 1o sink Into, tables o
spread out on. Yet, it's not lack-
ing interesting details, finishing
touches nclude hand-forged
harcware, fine carving {decorative
cutouts anc scalloped skirting
boards), and tile on table tops,

Country pleces are usually slm-
plified Interpretations without the
heavy, ornate carving and

. applique details found on the

more formal colonial styles,
according to Karen Witynskl, co-
author (with Joe P. Carr) of
Mexican Country Snvile (Glbbs
Smith, $39.08),

Ecology Lbuffs will be pleased
e nete that Mexican Country’
uses reclaimed architectural ele-
ments: old haclenda and barn
doors as well as old shutters,
which are transformed into dining
tables. end tables, and head-
boards, Old doors are also incor-
parated into decors, either func-
tionally or standing alone (literal-
Iyl as simple design pleces.

Accessories include hand-
togled leather lamp shades,
rewter lamp bases, mirors
frarmed in pewter or punched tin,
wirought iran chandeliers, Dfa de
tas Muertos (Day of the Dead) fig-
ures, which are classic mementos
of Mexico's Dctober.31st holiday,
hang-carved and brightly painted
animal figures, morferos (mor-
tars), large, shallow, wooden
bowls once used to grind corn,
wheat, and coffee, and molca-
fetes [stone grinders) used for the

SAME PUIPOSEs.

Lintil recently, finding pieces
with a Mextican County Aavor In
Sonoma County was a challenge,
requiring stints — though enjoy-
able — to varicus “boutique” furni-
ture shops, which may carmy a
few such furnishings, or to larger
furpiture stores with one srmall
section featuring the look,
Howewver, in the past couple of
years, avallability of this popular
leck has boomed with the open-
ing of three Sonoma County
shops offering an abundance of
Mexican Country style pleces:
lguana Ameramex, which opened
a little over a year ago in Santa
Rosa, Salsa Trading Company,
open only & few manths on
Broadway in Sonama, and
Woarldly Goods. which opened in
bucolic Duncans Mills fwest of
Cuerneville) about three years

lzuana Ameramex, an Santa
Rosa Avenue (in the Cost
Plus/Toys 'R’ Us shopping center),
is a direct Importer of Mexican
furniture, pottery, glassware,
ceramics, folk art, and wrought
iron, and specializes in Mexican
Colonlal and Colonial Rustica
decor — mainly wood furnishings
— obtalned primartly from smaller,
cottage industry producers.

“Many of the items are one-of-
a=kind,” says co-owner Richard
Burge, "Many are ‘few-of-a-kind'.
We alsa deal in traditional 200-
year-old styles crafted not too far
afield from the historlcal way they
were made. You're not going to

See Lifestyle, Page 6
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find a computer desk but vou will)
find a large table that can be used
as one, |

“The price of everything,”
'Eurge adds, "is of a tremendous
avalue. " |
= Californians draw to Mexican
Lountry style makes 4 lot of sense
#0 Burge. We have a "more casu-
al lfestyle,” he saye, and are
rnore inclined to sesk furnishings
m suit it. The ook s also a

iliar one, a kin to the state's

Historical Spanish influences,
+ IEuana Ameramex's offerings,
which include tables with tops
made of reclaimed barn and
hasienda doors, are rustic,
durable, and suitable for familles
with young children, says HKathi
Baurt, m r at the Santa Rosa
store. Customers include home-
owniers @f all ages — shopping to
furnish primary homes and vaca-
tion homes — as well as restau-
rants, hotels, bed-and-breakfasts,
and wineries, even homeowners
with deslgners in tow. Many cus-
tomers are well-traveled and
knowledgeable about Mexican
culture, she adds.

Mexlcan Country furnishings
have an electric look which goes

Lreally well with antiques and
other rustic styles, says Bart,
These incluce French, Moroccan,
ltalian, and Spanish. It also com-

pliments foll arts and crafts as

well as varlous ethnlc pleces.

Im fts 20,000-square-foot Santa
Foza showroom, Iguana
Ameramex carries an extensive
selection of dining sets and
armalres, maosthy crafted in pine
fram Mexico's northern forests,
Although, tables made from
reclaimed hadienda doors are
predominately mescuite, There

| are also handerafted and hand-

painted trunks, used as end
tables, coffee fables, and night
stands; dining chairs made of
wrought Iron; eqguipall, (pigskin-
covered tables and chairs):
dressers and bookcases bearing
traclittonal Mexlcan detailing:
hand-canved screens; old barn
doars (o be used as desired);
Indeor and outdadsr plant pats In
many slzes and textures; a very
large collection of Dia de fos.
Meurfos figures; glassware from
Guadalajara; decorative papler-
mache frult; and glass gazing
balls I a multitude of colos,

These are furnishings “that
have soul and culture,™ say= man-
ager Kathi Bart,

At Salsa Trading Comparny In
Sonoma, you will findg many
Mexican Country pleces, comfy
and cversized, and Indicative of
the loolt. Yet, owners Edna Hayes
arel Bruce Meedleman have
dubbed this look salsa stvle, and
have also Incomporated —
throughout their 2,000-square-
foot showroom — other pleces
reflecting what they feel fits this
style,

“lIt's a style Insplired by the
character of California’s heritage,”
explains Hayes. “It's a mixture of
Spanish colonlal, eadhy ranch-
shyle, Native American and
Mexlcan influences,” So, In addl-
thon o the tradigenal Mexican
Country look, customers will find
pieces complimentary to it over-
stuffed couches upholstered in
ga.nd-wa.xed leather or fitted with

enim slipcovers; bench-style
sofas made of hickory branches
and fillecd with eushions uphal-

stered in Pendleton blanket wool:
glass coffee tables with bases
craftec from a profusion of dis-
carded ik antlers; aspen log beds
(romplete with martress and all
beddings] from Colorado; waol
rugs In rich earth tones from
Kapotac; steer skulls decorativehy
covered with leather or turquoise
Inlays; wrought iron chandelbess:
hand-painted pottery and vases;
and cobalt biue wine glasses with
pewter stems,

The couple also sell cupboards
sporting reclaimed, multi-paned
glass doars from the Presidio in
San Francisco.

Dining tables and armeoires are
their biggest sellers, says
Meedlernan, andd are prirmariby
made of pine, cedar, or reclaimed
L o .

Hayes and Meedlaman en|oy
scouting throughout the United
States for salsa siyle pieces. The
Mexican Country-style pleces
they carny are handpicked from
small, farnily ewned businesses in
Mexico; these include gargantuan
dining tables made from
reclaimed barn doors; pine
armolres with hand-carved detall-
irng: tables and chairs covered in
pigshin; indoorfourdeor benches
made of sabine, a northern
Mexbcan hardwood; and mirars
framed with copper and silver
inlays. Also, they have recently
brought in Mexican antiques.

Salsa Trading Company will
take custom orders, If you see
an armaoire on the floer, but want
It in a different wood," says
Meedleman, “we can do that,”

Also, the couple will search
for a partleular plece a customer
15 seeling.

In addition to homeownars,
Hayes™ and MNeedleman's clients
hawve Includec local wine malkers
and winerles, bed-and-breakfasts,

restaurants, hotels. and the local
cooking school Rameking, They
affer all customers decoraning sers

vices [ree of charge, 2
"There is a personal el=ment to
each piece (we sell},” says -

Meedleman. “People enjoy Rurnl- ©
ure with a background, a history
to it, and with salsa soyle, you can
put your feet up and not wormy
about the furniture,” -
At Worldly Goods in Duncans
Mills, owner Michael Richardson
mixes rich ethnic arafts from over
A0 countrles with the rugged sim-
plicity of Mexican Country-style ..
pteces, The shop is flled with the
works of antisans from faraway
lands: traditional antigue masks
from Africa and the heony Coast;
hand-painted Oriental screens;
hand-carved boxes fram
Indonesia; wrought iron candle :
holders from Ball; amd, & real find- !
— round, hand-painted boxes In .|
rich earth tones, which =
Richardson handpicks during his =
travels 1o Lomibol, next to Ball. -
Mexican Country-style furnish--
Ings featured at the shop (nclude "
night stands, cotfee tables, trunks,
bookshehves, credenzas, trestle
tables, and benches. Customers
may also order from an extenshee’
catalog, .t
Mexican crafts fearured Include |
hand-woven, wool rugs with bald !
geometric patterns created from -
vegetable dyes, hand-palnted,
wooden animal Agures, and
hanc-blown glassware shaped
like old bottles, for use as candle |
hobders. ;
The appreal of Mexican .
Country, says siore manager
Williarn Thaete, 1s thar “it's a
‘riendly” sryle; you can rough
it up, spill things on It It's
comfortakle,"




